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COMMANDERS  MESSAGE  
Here we are in a new year.  I hope 

everyone had a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year.  2012 should be 

a good year for our Post.  Our mem-

bership continues to grow and I can 

foresee us going over 700 AMVET 

members in 2012.  We are already 

busting out at the seams and on that 

note I am forming a building com-

mittee.  The first meeting will be on 

January 21st at 12pm here at the Post.  

If you are interested in being on this 

committee please contact me or 

show up for the meeting.  The initial 

emphasis of the committee will be to 

brainstorms ideas for expansion of 

our post to include timelines, fund-

ing measures, etc.; for eventual pres-

entation to the general membership 

for approval.  On the same day at 

10am will be our initial Constitution 

and By-Laws (CBL) committee 

meeting.  Again if you are interested 

in being on the committee please 

contact me or show up for the meet-

ing.  We will need to have our 

CBLôs revision done in time for our 

general membership to approve by 

the May General Membership meet-

ing so we can submit to the Depart-

ment of Florida with our annual re-

validation package.   Speaking of 

committee meetings, the Golf Tour-

nament Committeeôs initial meeting 

will be on 15 Jan 2012 immediately 

following the E-Board Meeting that 

day.  So approximately 3PM for that 

one.    

There are lots of events coming up in 

the next couple of months to include  

AUXILIARY  PRESIDENT  
Well, the holidays are behind us 

once again.  It's time to settle back 

down into our routine.  I hope every-

one had a great Christmas and New 

Years.  Thanks go out to all those 

worker bees that made everything 

happen for the rest of us.  A great big 

thanks to Joni for the kids and adult 

Christmas parties,  to Biff for being a 

great Santa and Michelle for playing 

the elf and keeping the kids hopping.  

I'm sure there were others, you know 

who you are, and I do appreciate 

you.   

Tonya worked hard on the Angel 

Tree and thanks to all of you we 

made Christmas a little brighter for 

four families. 

 

Now it is time to look forward to a 

new and greater year.  Mark your 

calendars for January 21st.  The 

Auxiliary will be doing our annual 

soup and salad dinner.  All you can 

eat for $6 and we do make some 

great soups.  Following the dinner 

will be the first 70's/80's night, 

thanks to Neal and Biff for making 

Continued on Page 2  

the Cub Scouts being here on 7 Jan 

in the morning to construct their cars 

for the annual PineWood Derby.  

The scouts are looking for some help 

in this endeavor so if you would like 

to help be here at the post around 

9am the morning of 7 Jan.  They 

really appreciate our help.   We also 

have the Sonôs Super Bowl Chili 

cookoff, ladies auxiliary Soup and 

Salad Day in conjunction with our 

70ôs 80ôs night and then of course 

our Valentineôs Day Party.  So check 

your calendars, we have plenty of 

events planned for your enjoyment 

in the next couple of months.  In 

closing letôs try to remember that we 

are all here as members of this Post, 

whether it be as an AMVET, Ladies 

Auxiliary, Son or Rider and our pur-

pose is to further the Aims and Ide-

als of AMVETS as laid out in our 

officer manuals, our Post CBLôs and 

those of the Department Of Florida 

and National AMVETS.  As allowed 

by those CBLôs we are allowed to 

have a canteen operation with its 

own house rules.  I enjoy the canteen 

as much as anyone, as many of you 

can attest too, letôs just remember 

that we all need to abide by the rules 

and we pride ourselves on being the 

friendliest Post in Florida.  As in the 

oath you took as an AMVET or sub-

ordinate organization member, letôs 

build together a strong united organi-

zation of members helping each 

other. 

 

Yours in Service 

Craig Sarrasin 

Commander 



            POST  OFFICERS  

              2011 - 2012  
Commander  Craig Sarrasin  

1st Vice Commander  Kenneth Sparks  

    Membership  

2nd Vice Commander  Elizabeth Westby  

    Programs  

Chairman Board of Trustees  William Hafner  

Finance               Dave Skelton  

Adjutant                     

Judge Advocate          Rick Brack  

Provost Marshall        Phillip Davis  

Chaplain                   Dole Ellegde  

Quartermaster    John Vaughn  

Historian  Bill Hafner   

P R O Vacant  

Sons Coordinator        Richard Brack      

  

Lounge Manager         Kelli Crum  

 

Trustees  

1 Yr Member   Neil Siddall -  Virgil Talbot  

2 Yr Member   John Vaughn -   Biff Walls  

3 Yr Member   Kyle Massengale -  John Wolford  

 

Ladies Auxiliary  
President           Linda Hoon  

1st Vice President   Wanda McDermon  

2nd Vice President   Tonya Bryant  

Secretary                  Pam Sparks  

Treasurer                   Mitzi Neal  

Chaplain                    Karen Rice  

S.E.C.                        Jerri Devoll  

Parliamentarian  Marilyn Rogan  

Scholarship  Anna Skelton  

Americanism  Jerri Devoll  

 

Sonôs Of AMVETS  
Commander             Dean Reynolds  

1st Vice Commander  Stan Reeder  

2nd Vice Commander  Kelly Durgan  

Adjutant                    Vacant  

Finance                    Dean Westby  

Provost Marshall  Joel Givens  

Judge Advocate  Myron Goetz  

Historian  Brian Simonds  

 

AMVET Riders  
President                   Duan Marie Byrd  

1st Vice President       Wade Hutto  

2nd Vice President     Biff Walls  

Secretary                  Tiffany Szostak  

Treasurer                 Shay Reeder  

Parliamentarian         Stan Reeder  

Sgt. at Arms              Joel Givens  

Chaplain                    Mitzi Olafsen  

Road  Captain                 Stan Reeder  

Editorôs note: The deadline for articles in the news-

letter occurs at 6:00 PM the Thursday following the 

general membership meeting. Articles may be sub-

mitted before deadline if so desired. Members may 

offer text content for the completion of this newslet-

ter, but it must meet the standards of goodwill to-

wards all members. Negative content will not be 

accepted for print. Send comments pertaining to the 

Newsletter di rectly to the Edi tor can-

t e e n @ a m v e t s p o s t 3 5 f l . c o m  a n d  r i d -

ers@amvetspost35fl.com  

FIRST  V ICE  COMMANDER  

MEMBERSHIP  
Greetings everyone; 

First of all, Happy New Year to eve-

ryone, my hope is that you all have a 

great and prosperous new year. 

Membership activities have picked 

up little this month, but that is com-

mon this time of year since so many 

people wait until the last minute to 

renew. So far this month we have 

signed up ten new members three of 
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which joined for life, and have had 

fifteen renewals of which 2 renewed 

for life.  We still have 131 annual 

members that need to renew.  The 

sad thing about this is that I see a lot 

of you at the Post every week.  If 

you have not renewed and you come 

into the post, you will not be served 

until you pay your dues.  Unfortu-

nately we have lost another member 

this month, which brings us to 636 

members.  It still looks like we are 

headed for a great membership year 

and my goal is to reach 700 mem-

bers by the close of this year.  There 

is no reason why we canôt obtain this 

goal if everyone pitches in and starts 

doing their part in recruiting. 

Annual membership still remains at 

$30 for the present, but I expect that 

will soon go up.  As I stated in last 

monthôs new letter all life member-

ship will cost $250 

 

Once again I would like to remind 

everyone that if you have a change 

of address or your phone number or 

email address changes, please let the 

post know.  If you all of a sudden 

started receiving the news letter 

again this month, where you havenôt 

for some time, itôs because we got 

your new address from the Post Of-

fice.  We donôt like doing it that way 

because it cost the Post money.  

Please keep us informed on you 

changes. 

Once again you can make those 

changes by leaving a not at the Post 

or by contacting me by phone or 

email 

(850) 758-1433 or 

sparky1947@cox.net  

 

As always, yours in AMVETS, 

Ken ñSparkyò Sparks 

Auxiliary Continued.  

 

that happen.  So come out and enjoy 

our dinner and stick around for the 

entertainment.  Also mark your cal-

endar for February 11th.  We will be 

hosting our annual Valentine's party.  

Wanda has graciously volunteered to 

chair that event.  She did a great job 

with the Halloween party so look for 

more of the same at the Valentine's 

party.  Proceeds will be going to our 

scholarship fund.  We are also col-

lecting manufacturerôs coupons to 

send to our bases overseas.  Drop 

you unwanted coupons in the box at 

the Post. 

I would like to congratulate one of 

our own, Jerri Devoll, for being cho-

sen Volunteer of the Year with the 

USO.  She was also given a Presi-

dential Citation and a pin for all her 

volunteer work for our troops.  If 

you didn't know, Jerri works all of 

the deployments and homecomings 

for our area bases. 

 

Membership renewal deadline was 

December 31.  If you did not get 

your renewal in by then you will 

now have to prove you eligibility 

again.  So remember if you come in 

to pay your dues you need to have 

that proof with you.   

As you can see, the Auxiliary stays 

busy and we can always use more 

active members.  If you have a cer-

tain interest, an area that you would 

like to work in, attend our meetings 

and get involved. 

 

Until next month, 

Linda Hoon, President 

mailto:sparky1947@cox.net
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BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  
Many thanks to Joni and Eric for the 

kidsô Christmas party, lots of work 

involved and the kids loved it!  

Thanks also to the few others that 

helped, sorry, too many names but 

we know who you are.  As of this 

writing I donôt know who to thank 

for New Years but thanks in ad-

vance.  Sure wish we could get a few 

other faces involved.  With that said, 

on 7 Jan our scouts are working on 

their pinewood derby cars at the Post 

and would appreciate any help or 

small wood tools such as dremels 

etc.  

 

Then the annual meeting will be at 

2:00 PM on January 7th.  Pool tour-

ney on the 14th, last one before the 

annual (probably Feb 18th) and the 

eligibility list will be posted by the 

table before you get this.  On 21 Jan 

weôre having a 70ôs ï 80ôs night, 

gonna be fun & interesting, and the 

Auxiliary will be having their fa-

mous soup and salad meal.  Ladies 

night and pool tourney will be 31 Jan 

with pool starting at 6:30 PM.  Also, 

donôt forget the Sonôs annual chili 

cook-off on Super Bowl Sunday.  As 

always keep your eyes on the calen-

dar and/or ask questions, or use the 

suggestion box by the bathrooms. 

 

On the Open jukebox night will not 

start it at 5:00 PM until closing.   

 

I now have a request:  Let us try to 

keep our focus toward our purpose 

and what we stand for, keeping our 

military (active, retired, prior), fami-

lies of, and the sacred memories of 

the fallen at the forefront of our ac-

tions.  Last note, thank you to the 

officers, trustees, employees and 

over 600 members for making 2011 

a GREAT year! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!!! 

 

Always yours in service, 

 

Bill Hafner, 

Chairman 

SECOND  V ICE  COMMANDER  

PROGRAMS  
Wow, 2012 already!   

 

Where does the time go?  I hope the 

New Year has found everyone in 

good spirits and good health.  Maybe 

we can make this year even more 

spectacular than the last one! 

 

Just a side note, by the time you read 

this I will have a new e-mail, listed 

at the bottom of this article. 

 

As always, Iôd like to remind every-

one to continue to report the things 

that you are doing.  I know many of 

you helped others during the Christ-

mas season and lots of gifts were 

purchased for the Angel Tree.  I also 

know that none of you did these 

things to get any credit!  But please, 

report them to the Post, no matter if 

you just put them on a napkin and 

slip them into the suggestion box, 

leave them in an envelope, whatever.  

Our community service is what 

keeps us a non-profit, so we really 

do need to record all that we do.  I 

appreciate all of your help. 

 

Iôm sure we have some woodwork-

ers out there, and hereôs your chance 

to help out.  On Saturday, 7 Jan, Cub 

Scout Pack 535 will be at the Post 

building their pinewood derby cars.  

We can use all sorts of tools and as-

sistance with this, especially sanders, 

saws and expertise with small con-

struction projects!  This will be the 

day of the Annual Meeting so weôll 

be wrapping up around 11AM.  

Please come out and help if you can. 

The cub scouts also have popcorn 

still available.  

 

By now most of you have heard of 

the HUD/VASH program for home-

less Veterans, and as of right now 50 

Veterans have received vouchers for 

homes and are either already in them 

or getting ready to move.  While this 

is wonderful, sometimes there are 

other needs as well, such as furni-

ture, household items, or even a 

truck and a few strong backs to help 

Welcome to  

New Members 

Kevin Reiss  USAF 

Bobby Ayers   USA 

Craig Delarm  USA 

Howard Wells  USMC 

Billie F. Conner  USAF 

Philip Lester  USAF 

Jamie Newsome USAF 

Bryan Hooper  USAF 

Mark Aakre  USAF 

Cecil Moses  USN 

Chris M. DôAgnese USAF 

Anthony J. Davis USA 

 

Deceased 

James Knese 

with the move.  The VA does not 

have storage for any items you 

would like to donate, but if you do 

have something that youôre ready to 

part with please let me know as Iôm 

making a list for Jennifer in case she 

identifies a need. 

 

As we begin the New Year, think of 

projects you may want to get in-

volved in.  We are always looking 

for new ways to help out in the com-

munity and would love to hear your 

ideas.  Few projects are too big and 

none are too small!  And please, re-

port everything you are doing to help 

your friends, neighbors, and Veter-

ans throughout the community. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Liz Westby 

dlwestby@cox.net 



Trivia Question  
 

First 5 people to tell the  

bartender on duty the correct 

answer will receive a free beer.  

 

What is the oldest  

American military uniform 

item in continuous use? 
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RIDERS  PRESIDENT   
 

Well here we are the beginning of an-

other year. I would like to wish everyone 

a Happy New Year! I hope everyone had 

a great Christmas and that Santa brought 

you everything you wanted. Not much to 

say this month as we did not have a 

meeting in December due to the Christ-

mas holiday.  

 

Our next meeting is 30 January, 2012 

at 7:00pm.  
 

I called and talked to Post 78 and there 

will be no breakfast this month as the 

first Sunday falls on 1 January.  

I know there are a couple of things going 

on at the post this month please check 

the calendars for these events. Also for 

all of you Chili Connoisseurs the Chili 

Cook Off is Super Bowl Sunday. Just 

thought I would give you a heads up.  

 

Yours In Service 

Duan Marie Byrd 

Ridersô President 

 

 

CANTEEN  MANAGER  
Happy New Year!! 

 

Another year has come and goneé

2011 was a fabulous year for the 

Post.  Many new faces and our mem-

bership just keep growing. The Post 

also gained a lot of new items, like 

the Jager machine, the new Jukebox! 

What a smashing hit it has been, we 

went from only having a 100 cdôs to 

750, plus have plenty of room to add 

more.  If we donôt have what you are 

looking for you can donate music of 

your choice and we can load it up. 

We do ask that if you do donate any 

CDôs that if they have any explicit 

lyricôs to please provide a censored 

copy.  We do have to keep the origi-

nal copy of the CD at the Post. 

 

The daily drink specials Monday 

thru Friday are going very well.  

Check the highlights page to see the 

specials.  We are going to continue 

ñLadies Nightò, it will be the last 

Tuesday of the every month starting 

at 5pm.  The is also going to be a 

ñLadies Onlyò pool tournament start-

ing at 6:30pm, with sign up starting 

at 5pm.  If you havenôt come to a 

ladies night yet, you need to come on 

out.  It is a lot of fun and not just for 

the ladies but the guys too.  

 

I want to thank everyone that volun-

teers and helps out.  We couldnôt do 

what we do without your help!!! You 

are all very much appreciated! 

 

Lastly, watch the calendar and see 

whatôs happening, we always have 

plenty going on.  And as always, if 

you have any ideas or suggestions, 

please feel free to come to me or put 

a note in the suggestion box. 

 

See you around the Post! 

Kelli Crum 

Canteen Manager 
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Pool Tournament  Results 
1st place  

Anthony Mcmillian  

Jim nichols  

2nd place  

Leslie Mcmillian  

Bill Lilly  

3rd place  

Marilyn Rogan  

Ross Richards  

Ladies  
Pool Tournament  Results 

1st place  

Tammy Kaim  

2nd place  

Loretta Lovering  

Here Comes Santa! 
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